beyond measure with respect to both military and civil populations.
The situation of the settlement is unimpeachable in a geographical point of view, as it is placed at the entrance of the Canton River, and is the first port to be reached from Europe, and the last to be departed from in China, which give it a commanding position. The detachments on board these ships had to furnish the guards for Kowloon, and these had to remain for twenty-four hours on duty in the cantonment, and to give sentries for its various posts.
This plan was tried to allow men to be as short time exposed to malarious influences as possible, yet it failed in securing them from the attacks of disease.
Few sporadic
cases of fever took place on board these ships, except on the Hercules, which was originally rotten and foul, but diarrhoea became prevalent from foul bilge-water in the hold.
All the sickness was produced beyond a doubt from Kowloon.
The men said so, and knew it; and not even the sea air had any effect in preventing its development or mitigating its progress.
It is also worthy of notice, that fewer cases of fever came from the men in Herd's Godowns than from those at Kowloon, and that the fevers from the latter soon infected the whole body of troops, as each detachment had its turn there.
A great drawback to Hong-Kong exists in the want of a hill sanitarium in the country on the mainland, accessible in distance ;
but nothing yet suitable has been proposed nearer than Japan, the climate of which, of course, is unexceptionably good.
The summit of the Victoria Peak has been tried for invalids, but found much too damp from mists, though cooler in the air, and is, besides, scarcely accessible for sick.
